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February Charles IX declared that he would employ his whole
forces to effect this. Elizabeth answered bravely, but she was ill
at ease. Knowing much of Mary's plotting., and guessing more,
she had no illusions about her pernicious duplicity, and wanted
her out of the realm, where she was stealing the affections of
Englishmen and ruining that clement state of unity and con-
cord, so dear to Elizabeth's heart. She expressed her sentiments
in verse:

No foreign banished wight shall anchor in this port.

Qur realm it brooks no strangers* force: let them elsewhere resort.

Our rusty sword with nst> shall first his edge employ

To poll their tops that seek such change, and gaps for joy.

Elizabeth's sense of propriety and prudence still led her to
aim at restoring Mary to her throne, but it would have been
madness to re-embark on this policy without first redressing the
balance of Scottish parties upset by Murray's death. By good
fortune an excuse for doing this was at hand, for the leaders of
the Northern Rebellion were on the borders with Mary's fol-
lowers, joining raids into England and waiting for the oppor-
tunity of stirring up a new rebellion. She determined to teach
these Scottish borderers a salutary lesson. Sussex was ordered
to take his army on a punitive expedition, and in April the
borders were crossed simultaneously from the East, Middle,
and West Marches. They slew and captured, burnt hundreds of
villages, and destroyed the castles. It was 'the honourablest
journey that ever was made into Scotland, with so few men,
with so safe a return', Elizabeth had put new heart into the
King's party - despite Maitknd's vow that he would make her
sit on her tail and whine* Cecil was pleased with his mistress.
Lol how the sluggard had cast aside her sloth.

On 29 April Elizabeth summoned her councillors to listen to
their advice; free, she said, from any determined resolution her-
self, and ready to make choice of what she should think meetest
for her honour. Cecil and his supporters - a majority of the
Council - advised her to help the boy-King's party with money
and men; if she restored Mary to her throne, she could have no